A 60-year-old man with triple-vessel coronary artery disease was admitted for coronary artery bypass grafting. An endarterectomy of the left anterior descending coronary artery was needed to achieve revascularization. The endarterectomized plaque was subjected to light and electron microscopic examination, including immunohistochemistry for smooth muscle actin and macrophage marker CD 68. The images (Figure 1 through Figure 4) show very graphically the inflammatory component of the atherosclerotic process, including "neovessel" formation, macrophage concentration, and active diapedesis and emigration of the macrophages through the endothelial gap junction of the neovessels into the interstitium, especially in the "shoulder" region. The sinusoidal nature of these vessels is clearly demonstrated. The endothelial lining of these vessels has increased expression of adhesion molecules 1 and provides an alternative entry pathway for macrophages, in addition to that coming across the endothelium of the main arterial lumen. 2
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